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Sustainable Newton (SN) is a citizen led community organization based in Newton
County Georgia which advocates for: sustainable climate, conservation, air quality,
and public health issues in Newton County, Georgia, the state of Georgia and the
USA. SN also works cooperatively with other groups to meet these goals.

Our organization submits these comments to encourage the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to discontinue efforts to change the minor New Source
Review Program Air Permitting Public Participation Requirement for State
Implementation Plans. We feel the public needs to be informed of actions by
industry that have health and quality of life impacts. Public participation is necessary
to ensure a safe and wholesome environment for our community and all Americans.

As an organization with the goal of a cleaner environment Sustainable Newton does
not agree that relieving states from the requirement that they conduct public
comment for potential polluters is a reasonable action. Our community is already
burdened with an elevated cancer rate and our organization, and many other
community residents are willing participants in public meetings that address
additional pollution sources.

Our community is further impacted by new facilities that will pollute our air and that
require oversite. One facility recently began construction which will operate as many
as 321 diesel generators for back-up power. Another facility is being constructed that
will generate off grid, behind the meter, power for an adjacent data center. This
facility was operating without the required permits. The public notice and comment
period provided by Georgia Environmental Protection Division allowed our
organization to identify and bring serious issues to the regulatory authority which
resulted in corrective actions. The oversight our organization provided would not
have been possible without the notifications.

SN opposes the proposed changes, and we encourage EPA to continue to require
states to provide a 30 day public comment period for all Minor NSR projects.



Respectfully,
Bill Couch, Chair
Sustainable Newton

Environmental Hazzard Committee



