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Sustainable Newton Responds to Final Air Permit Issued by Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division to VoltaGrid for Covington Site 

On Friday, September 18, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division issued a final air 
permit for VoltaGrid to build and operate a 90-megawatt power generation facility to supply 
electricity to the Serverfarm data center on Hazelbrand Road in Covington.  The final permit 
incorporates a significant change requested by the Southern Environmental Law Center 
(SELC), Sustainable Newton, and Altamaha Riverkeeper in our March 13 letter responding 
to the draft permit EPD issued for public comment. 

We challenged EPD’s intent to permit the VoltaGrid ATL-1 EGU and Serverfarm operations 
as two separate minor sources, allowing both to escape more rigorous Title V permitting 
requirements of the Clean Air Act.  We argued that “under EPA’s source aggregation 
guidance, VoltaGrid and Server Farm are a single source.”  

In the narrative accompanying the final permit, EPD agreed, stating: “Based on a 
contractual agreement EPD became aware of after the issuance of the draft permit, the 
Division has determined that VoltaGrid and ATL2 [Serverfarm] are a single, minor NSR site. 
VoltaGrid is considered a support facility for the data center and is under common control. 
The combination of the two facilities will be a synthetic minor source with respect to Title V 
and will share a NOX emission limit. VoltaGrid will limit emissions and operating hours to 
ensure all criteria pollutants remain below the major source threshold for the combined 
facilities.” 

To comply, VoltaGrid must track and limit the total number of hours its generators operate 
and can run no more than 30 of the 33 engines at any given time.  This reduces the volume 
of NOx emissions -- nitric oxide (NO) and nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) – the combined operation 
can emit annually by 21.4% (from 126 tons as two separate sources down to 99 tons as a 
single synthetic minor source).  Emissions for a number of other pollutants are also 
reduced by this change. 
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Commenting on the final permit, Sustainable Newton President Maurice Carter said: 

“From the beginning, we felt strongly that allowing VoltaGrid and Serverfarm to permit 
separately was skirting important safeguards the Clean Air Act established to protect 
communities like ours.  We are glad EPD ultimately agreed.  Through the public 
participation process for this permit, we have achieved meaningful reductions in the 
harmful pollutants Covington residents will be exposed to.”  

“We will continue to monitor how these restrictions are enforced and also keep a close eye 
on enforcement proceedings EPD initiated previously against both companies for earlier 
illegal construction activities,” Carter said.   “And we look forward to next steps in our 
hearing before the Georgia Public Service Commission concerning whether VoltaGrid’s 
service arrangement with Serverfarm is legal under Georgia energy laws.” 

 

About Sustainable Newton: We are a grassroots, community-based 501(C)(3) charitable organization 
founded in 2018 by like-minded residents of Newton County, Georgia. We drive solution-oriented local 
responses to the global issues of climate change and sustainability by building awareness with, engaging, 
and enabling fellow citizens, businesses, and local governments to take positive, meaningful 
steps.   Sustainablenewton.org 
 
 
About the Southern Environmental Law Center 
The Southern Environmental Law Center is one of the nation’s most powerful defenders of the 
environment, rooted in the South. With a long track record, SELC takes on the toughest environmental 
challenges in court, in government, and in our communities to protect our region’s air, water, climate, 
wildlife, lands, and people. Nonprofit and nonpartisan, the organization has a staff of 250, including more 
than 160 legal and policy experts, and is headquartered in Charlottesville, Va., with offices in Asheville, 
Atlanta, Birmingham, Chapel Hill, Charleston, Nashville, Richmond, and Washington, D.C. 
southernenvironment.org  
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