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| am Maurice Carter, co-founder and president of Sustainable Newton, a
community-based nonprofit in Newton County, Georgia, Building a World
where People and Planet are as important as Profit -- and Future Generations
Matter.

We drive solution-oriented local responses to global issues of climate change
and sustainability by building awareness, engaging, and enabling citizens,
businesses, and local governments to act.

Our Environmental Hazards Committee monitors and alerts county residents
to environmental health risks — such as elevated ethylene oxide levels from a
commercial sterilizer facility, harmful smoke from a recent chemical fire, and
pollution from data centers. We also press federal, state, and local officials
for laws and oversight to protect our community from harm.

If implemented, removal of federal requirements for public notice and
participation in minor New Source Reviews would substantially impede our
ability to protect county residents.

Sustainable Newton has engaged since November with the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division’s review of minor source air permit
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applications from a data center developer, Serverfarm, seeking to operate 37
diesel backup generators in Covington Georgia, and a Houston-based energy
company, VoltaGrid, applying to construct and operate 33 gas-fired engines

“behind the meter” to provide 90 megawatts of firm power to the data center.

Along with the Southern Environmental Law Center and Altamaha
Riverkeeper, Sustainable Newton raised concerns with these applications in
comments submitted to EPD in December and reiterated them when
responding to the state’s draft permit in March. Among issues we raised are a
challenge to EPD’s decision to allow VoltaGrid and Serverfarm to apply for
separate minor source permits, rather than undergoing full review of
combined emissions from their collocated operations. As we noted in our
March comments:

“VoltaGrid intends to sell power exclusively to the adjacent Serverfarm
datacenter, and Serverfarm will be solely reliant on VoltaGrid’s power; the two
entities will likewise share the same piece of undivided property, owned by
Serverfarm. Despite the foregoing, EPD is proposing to permit the two entities
as separate sources, allowing both sources to escape more rigorous Title V
permitting requirements, amongst other issues. This appears to be
improper—especially because this arrangement would violate the Georgia
Territorial Act.”

Last week, we petitioned the Georgia Public Service Commission to
determine if electricity sales as described in the VoltaGrid application are
legalin Georgia.

Before that, on June 25, we sent evidence to EPD -- including aerial photos --
showing both VoltaGrid and Serverfarm constructing unpermitted emissions
sources not allowed under the Clean Air Act or state law. EPD sent notices of
violation to both companies on July 2 and ordered VoltaGrid to stop work on
“air pollution emissions sources and/or control equipment.” While
Serverfarm has since received a permit, they remain liable for penalties and
further enforcement actions. VoltaGrid has not received a permit.



None of this would have happened had Sustainable Newton and our partners
not been notified through the New Source Review process presently required
for minor sources. Nonprofits like ours rely on a transparent review process
giving local communities an opportunity to hold polluters accountable.
Without that, people suffer.

As we noted in our March comments “per Georgia Environmental Protection
Division’s draft permit Narrative, air pollution from this facility [VoltaGrid] will
cause ambient levels of formaldehyde that equal EPD’s maximum allowable
concentration.” This is significant because Covington was called out in EPA’s
National Air Toxics Assessment report, released in August 2018, as an area
where risks of cancer were potentially elevated by ethylene oxide emissions
from a commercial sterilizer facility.

Because we had the opportunity to participate in permitting discussions, our
concerns remain under consideration by both EPD and the Public Service
Commission and may yet positively affect conditions under which these
companies must operate.

We urge you not to take away our ability to protect our neighbors and
ourselves going forward.

Thank you.



